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ATP – 8 Meeting Minutes 
Friday, December 15th, 2017 Meeting | District 8, Willmar Headquarters | Willmar, MN  

Welcome & Introductions 

Present Members & Guests:   Gerald Magnus, Donn Winckler, Ronald Mortensen, Todd Broadwell, Andy 

Sander, Aaron VanMoer, Jim Dahlvang, Jon Huseby, Mike Housman, Tiffany Collins, Bob Byrnes, Gary 

Johnson, Susann Karnowski, Lindsey Bruer, Mandi Lighthizer-Schmidt, Bill Knofczynski, Brady Pfau, Tony 

Pfau, John Brunkhorst, Tom Gottfried, John Groothuis, John Stahl, Annette Fiedler, Randy Groves, Glenn 

Olson, Nick Bergman, Joe Wilson, Jeff Marlowe, Dave Halbersma, Justin Black, Kent Exner, Donna 

Boonstra, Mel Odens, Dawn Hegland, Dan Coughlin, Dave Baker, Jeff Mergen, Sean Christiensen, Connie 

Schmoll, John Rodeberg, Bob Mathiasen 

Absent Members: Rollie Nissen  

Approval of October Minutes 

Motion made by Mike Housman, second by Bob Byrnes, to approve the October ATP-8 meeting minutes. 

Motion passed unanimously. 

FY 2019 – 2021 Funding Guidance 

Lindsey Bruer (D8) presented the funding guidance managed by the ATP (local road and bridge, 

transportation alternatives and local HSIP) for the FY 2019 – 2022 projects. The funding targets remain 

the same as last year’s funding targets, so there’s no need to adjust projects in years 2019 – 2021.  

The handouts can be found on the ATP 8 webpage under the December 15th meeting.  

MnDOT Project Updates 

Susann Karnowski (D8) reviewed the updates to District 8’s new projects added to the program due to 

the additional legislative funding.  

The handout can be found on the ATP 8 webpage under the December 15th meeting.  

District Planning Director Update 

Lindsey Bruer gave an update about the following topics: 

 Transportation Alternatives letters of interest (LOIs) submitted: 

o Kandiyohi County to construct a trail in the Lake Lilian area 

o City of Raymond for two pedestrian activated flashers at MN 23 and CR 7 

o New Discoveries Montessori Academy to construct sidewalk connection to the school 

o City of Dassel to construct sidewalks and other trail and crossing improvements around 

the school, in accordance to their Safe Routes to School (SRTS) Plan 

o City of Ivanhoe to construct sidewalks to create better connectivity on routes to school 

o City of Marshall to make crossing and other safety improvements at school locations (4 

schools) throughout the city 

o All but the Raymond and New Discoveries Montessori Academy LOIs will be encouraged 

to submit a full application. The two not eligible to submit a full application did not 

meet the minimum project/award size for federal funds ($50,000). The New Discoveries 

http://www.dot.state.mn.us/d8/atp/meetings.html
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Montessori Academy was also encouraged to work through the city to apply for TA 

funds,  

 MnDOT HSIP project submitted for FY 2022 funding: 

o J-turn at Hwy 23 and Hwy 9 in New London 

o J-Turn at Hwy 212 and McLeod CSAH 1 to the east of Glencoe 

 District Bike Plan Update: Bruer met with the four counties in the MMRDC region and will be 

meeting with the counties in the SRDC and UMVRDC regions in early January to go over the long 

distance bike routes. After that, community routes will be the focus.  

Transit Office 

Tom Gottfried and John Groothuis from the Office of Transit, now known as the Office of Transit and 

Active Transportation, gave a transit update. John will be District 8’s new Transit Coordinator as Bev 

Herfindahl retired on December 1st.  

The capital cost for buses will be paid for through the Office of Transit and Active Transportation and not 

the ATPs again for fiscal year 2022. Tom presented a list of the buses expected to be funded over the 

next four years for the transit systems that provide service in District 8. Remember some of the transit 

services also provide service into other ATPs so the numbers shown are higher than the amount 

invested solely in ATP 8 for that reason.  

The handout can be found on the ATP 8 webpage under the December 15th meeting.  

Round Robin  

Gary Johnson (Yellow Medicine County Commissioner): Johnson attended the road ditch mowing 

meeting in Marshall and stated that most people want the process to stay the way it is. Does MnDOT 

have the man power, equipment and resources to mow the ditches? Let farmers mow the ditches.  

Jon Huseby (MnDOT D8): Huseby provided more background on the mowing permit issue – this 

past year, MnDOT as a whole changed the process for mowing the road ditches, requiring a 

permit (with conditions to the permit, such as safety measures and insurance requirements); 

however the laws and the rules regarding the mowing of road ditches have not changed. This 

change has caused quite the reaction and garnered a lot of attention from the Legislature. In the 

last legislative session, the Legislature, essentially put a moratorium on the enforcement of the 

mowing permits and asked MnDOT to do some more work on this to gather stakeholder input. 

MnDOT held 9 listening sessions across the state to listen to what stakeholders have to say and 

created a working group with representatives from both sides of the issue to come up with 

recommendations for the Legislature this spring. We will hear more on this issue in the months 

to come. 

Gerald Magnus (Murray County Commissioner): Magnus stated that he used to mow one mile 

of road ditch and didn’t this year due to the change in practice and now it’s full of thistle.  

Todd Broadwell (MnDOT D8): Cities and Counties have submitted their projects for the local federal 

funds programmed by the ATP. There was $7.3M in funds requested and $4.3M available to program for 

fiscal year 2022.  

http://www.dot.state.mn.us/d8/atp/meetings.html
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Lindsey Bruer (MnDOT D8): The planning unit at District 8 has hired a new Senior Planner, Megan 

DeSchepper. DeSchepper was previously employed at the City of Willmar as a planner. Her first day will 

be December 18th.  

Jim Dahlvang (Chippewa County Commissioner): Dahlvang explained that Prairie Five (transit) and the 

Chippewa County Fair Board are partnering to build a new bus garage at the Chippewa County Fair 

Grounds. It’s a win/win for both parties—right now buses are stored in multiple locations and the new 

facility will allow all buses to be stored in one location and it has many benefits for the Fair Board as 

well. Thanks to MnDOT for the help in this project, it’s a great project.  

Glenn Olson (City of Marshall): Olson congratulated MnDOT for constructing the passing lanes on Hwy 

23, saying they are excellent to use. He asked if MnDOT has a master plan for passing lanes along all of 

Hwy 23.  

Jon Huseby (MnDOT D8): MnDOT has done a number of studies for the addition of passing 

lanes to highways including, Hwy 23, 212 and 15; however there is not a comprehensive passing 

lane study. Passing lanes are highly location dependent so MnDOT does look along an identified 

length of corridor for passing lane opportunities, so in that way when MnDOT studies each 

corridor, it is a comprehensive look, but there’s not comprehensive plan for passing lanes 

throughout the district.  

Tom Gottfried (MnDOT OTAT): Gottfried mentioned that often ATPs ask about vans versus buses to try 

to save costs. He noted that most of the cost of operating transit is the wages for the driver, not the cost 

of the vehicles; therefore when you add it all up, you don’t end up saving all that much money, if any.  

A discussion about autonomous vehicles broke out as a hopeful way to reduce some of those 

costs in the future. A question was asked if MnDOT was involved in that. Gottfried and Huseby 

answered yes, MnDOT is involved in the research and development of autonomous vehicles in a 

variety of ways, including the testing of an autonomous bus at MnROAD, MnDOT’s research 

center.  

Dawn Hegland (UMVRDC): Hegland commented that she doesn’t remember seeing the consultant 

needs (for the newly funded projects) on the handouts given at previous meetings. She asked why does 

the number drop off in the outer years. 

 Susann Karnowski (MnDOT D8): Karnowski mentioned that these numbers were MnDOT’s 

estimated consultant needs to deliver the new projects. Given that these projects are added to the 

normal program, there is not staff capacity to deliver these added projects and consultants will be 

needed to help D8 deliver the program. The number drops off because it is only for the new projects, 

not MnDOT’s regular program, so the amount needed corresponds to the projects listed. At the previous 

meeting, the project delivery cost was included in the total project cost, now Central Office has asked 

the Districts to break out that number.   

 

Corridors of Commerce Presentation & Discussion 

Patrick Weidemann from the Office of Transportation System Management gave a presentation on the 

Corridors of Commerce program and upcoming project recommendation process.  
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The presentation can be found on the ATP 8 webpage under the December 15th meeting.  

The meeting was adjourned after Patrick Weidemann’s Corridors of Commerce presentation.  

Next meeting is scheduled for March 2nd and the location is yet to be determined.  
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